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THE GREATEST JOY
When the Light Comes on About
God’s Embracing Love
by Fr. Jerry Smith†

There are an amazing number of
joys in ministry. Interestingly these
highlights aren’t often what some
might think.

As much as I love seeing a church full
of people or knowing that the sermon
preached was a home run, these do little
to actually light the fire that keeps me
going in ministry. Nor is it reading that
the annual audit confirmed that surplus
budget or the number of baptisms was
greater than the year before.
The greatest joys in my 46 years of
ordained ministry have come at those
moments when the ‘light’ dawned in
someone’s eyes, and they evidenced
that they had come to understand the
embracing love that God has for them.
There is no greater joy than knowing
the unconditional love of God.
Marjie and I have enjoyed the good
fortune of witnessing this on numerous
occasions and it still never ceases to
amaze us. This is the fuel that continues
to generate enthusiasm for ministry.
The paperwork can be burdensome
and ministry always includes the risk
of “death by a million paper cuts” but
there is power in witnessing new birth

that can only be of God. No amount of
human ingenuity or academic prowess
can bring this about.
I think that in part, this is what Paul
meant when he wrote the church in
Corinth that “God has made foolish
the wisdom of this world” (1 Cor 1:20).
And again in the same epistle “For the
Kingdom of God depends not on talk
but on power” (1 Cor 4:20).
There is a tendency in the church
to adopt culturally popular tools and

Fr. Jerry administering
ashes during chapel service
for HCES students.
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themes attempting to “get on board.”
with society. Albeit necessary to be
aware of societal trends, the church’s
primary mission is to be centered on the
love and rescue of God in Christ and
the ramifications of this in our lives and
consequently the broader community.
Does the gospel risk being
controversial when the encompassing
message is announced clearly with all
of its implications? Certainly! And this
must never stop the proclamation and
subsequent teaching (discipleship) but
we focus on the primary message and
“let the chips fall where they may.”
I remember a parish that wanted to
engage in a gigantic building project
to “get people involved,” which indeed
it did… for a short period of time…
at the cost of an enormous amount of
energy on the part of leadership… and
at the expense of teaching the faith and
witnessing lives transformed.
“Causes” tend to do this and need
to be discerned carefully otherwise
they dilute rather than enrich the faith
community.
I have been accused of ignoring
some important trends in ecclesiastical
history but if I am guilty it is not
because I didn’t care, instead I have felt
(rightly or wrongly) that my ministry is
to focus on the central themes of rescue
and new life.
I grew up in the Anglican Church
tradition and although I attended
regularly, I never actually heard the
central message of the gospel. It might

have been there, hidden under other
apparently important issues that were
intended to get our attention but never
actually did so.
When I came to lively faith and then
felt the nudge to ordained ministry,
a reoccurring theme in my heart and
mind was centered on the
reality that “if I could be
It is hard to forgive others for
raised in the church and be as
hurtful things. It is probably
harder to forgive ourselves
involved as I was and never
when we hurt others. Once I
actually heard the gospel,
went to see Fr Jerry because of
then I couldn’t let that happen
something I had done, years
during my ministry.”
ago, for which I couldn’t forgive
myself. I thought we would
This has been a major
have some brief prayers in his
driving force for the past
office, but he gave me the full
47 years.
treatment. We went to the
As Marjie and I transition
little chapel in the back of the
church, he put on his stole and
to Bermuda, the motivation
went through a genuine service
remains the same. Yes, we
of forgiveness. I was surprised,
will be closer to our Canadian
impressed, and thankful.
Tony Sturges
family but when all of the
variables are laid on the table,
a primary factor remains the
call to clearly make known the Grace of
God that has been sent to rescue us.
Be assured that we will miss Holy
Comforter and the great people who
call this their spiritual home. We will be
praying for you through this transition
as we ask that you pray for us.
Thanks for 6 good years.
		

Fr. Jerry†
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In Transition

Sharing the Challenges of Change, Leaving
People Behind, Learning New Faces and
Different Places, and Being Observed
by Marjie Smith
Her Editorship, Ret.

We call what we are going through, as a
church and individually, “transition.”
The prefix “trans,” meaning “crossing
over,” is stuck frontally onto a lot of
words whose endings trail along like little
cabooses on a journey into new, often
unknown, territory. So, we have a family
of trans words such as
transgression (a good
guilt-inducing King James
Bible word); transference,
which has a sense of
transition attached like
a second caboose; or
transubstantiation, which
crosses over into the
mystical zone.
Most of us fear
transition. For a hundred
different reasons.
We summarize by
saying, “I don’t like
change,” because a
transition often holds
promises of something
better, so we don’t want
to say we fear good things when there are
those who would gladly swap lives with
us.
So, transition with its hand-holder word,
“period,” is frightening. Not the handover
moment, when you walk out a door, wave
goodbye, start a vehicle, move to a new
office or start a new job. That’s not the
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transition. That’s the apex of the change.
It is preceded by much preparation and
soul-seeking and followed by sometimes
barely endurable periods of challenge.
I must add that many people have to
transition without a getting-ready part due
to tragic loss or illness. They have a much
harder downhill walk to the
safe valley than I have ever
faced.
In prepared transitions,
we mostly fear the part
on the other side of the
moment when things
officially change. We don’t
know if we or others will
be able to adapt. I’m no
different, and here are the
main reasons, I don’t like
change.
First, I don’t like leaving
people I care about behind,
or for that matter, people I
would never select to take
with me but at least know
what to expect from them.
Lots of surprises in that department lie
ahead, even while you are still reaching
back. The loneliness of that part of
transitioning is wrapped up in an anecdote
from our first decade of ministry (we
moved four times in those first 10 years,
five if you count moving within a city).
I was participating in a women’s

gathering, the nature of which I don’t
remember, but we were praying together.
One of the women gave a report on how
rough the previous spouse was finding the
move to their new community and could
we all pray for her. And we did. But as
a young mom in her twenties, I couldn’t
fathom how they could think a woman
a decade older than I needed prayer for
adjustment while I didn’t.
Second, I loathe not knowing how to
get anywhere. His Collarship deals with it
by trying a new way home each time. He’s
like a fly on speed dial. I’m more like that
fly trying to get out of someone’s pool.
I work by learning my vicinity and going
from there. I’m still navigating Tallahassee,
due to an inordinate number of delays
– including a pandemic. The worst
was going from a series of small towns
and cities to Nashville’s clogged roads.
Now, ahead of me I have the challenge
of driving on the other side of the road
– deliberately. Look for the headline:
“Woman Creates Mayhem in Bermuda
Going Wrong Way on Roundabout”.
Third, I hate new addresses, phone
numbers and passwords. I can never
remember any of them when asked. Then
add learning all new names. They only
have to memorize two names; we have an
untold number to have on instant recall.
I can go blank when a doctor’s office
receptionist asks me my name and phone
number. My current address and zip code
were easy to remember because they have
a sequence and a divisible. I learn things
by pattern and math more readily than by
sketchy rote. Thus 3417 divides into itself
and the postal code has 3230 as its first
four numbers. So, in the address there was
34, 32, 30. Huh? And that brings me to
the next thing.
Fourth, I don’t like being observed like
a specimen. I have my abilities, my nonabilities, my oddities and my transgressions
(those Baptist altar calls could count on

me), but they show up quickly if you dig
for them. Knowing the curiosity factor of
being new, when we moved to Nashville,
I also knew the church was big enough
for a little game of hide-and-seek. For the
first month I sat somewhere quite different
each Sunday. I watched with humor
on our second or third week
as a woman turned to scan
I have so enjoyed getting to
the congregation during the
know my birthday twin, Marjie
processional hymn. Her head
Smith, over the past six years.
turned in a slow arc, passing
I have a lovely memory of our
over me, stopping and returning
visit to Maclay Gardens last
to where I was seated. Gotcha.
March. It was a gorgeous day and
Fifth, and this is related to
the gardens were in full bloom.
not knowing where to go: I
It was fun just to amble along the
don’t like being unaware of
meandering pathways, laughing
and chatting away. I enjoyed
community habits. Take, for
hearing snippets of her very
instance, how a church orders
interesting life; the places she
its Eucharist traffic. Some go
has lived and the often- hilarious
up side by side, front to back;
adventures she has had. Marjie is
some from back to front and
a collector of stories and shares
others down one side and up
them with an amazing recall of
the other or its reverse. That’s
detail. Such a pleasant day and
why front pews are deadly for
the memory brings a smile to my
the uninitiated.
heart. God speed, Marjie.
There are plenty of other
Sandra Granger
transitional banana peels on
the sidewalk, such as getting
all new professionals and having to
rehearse the tedious details of your (insert
everything from hair to medical here)
history.
You have yet to learn – sometimes the
hard way – where you are most likely to
get mugged; where you can park where
your destination isn’t a long walk away –
possibly in mugging territory; where the
public washrooms are (the clean ones);
what streets are to be avoided (unless
you live on one) and when you serve tea
whether to steep the pot with hot water
first (sort of like chilling the bourbon
glass).
And on it goes. So, transitions. Saying,
“Yes,” is the easy part. Then comes the
unveiling of all that is to be.
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HUMOR IN HINDSIGHT
BTW, About the Smiths Leaving for Bermuda...

by Rod Wenzel

I confess. I didn’t get it. Although I read
their columns with the scrutiny of a copy
editor for the last issue of Dove, it still
didn’t dawn on me. For some reason, I just
didn’t read between the lines.
I’m no rocket scientist and not much of
a Clue player, but it didn’t take a scientist,
Colonel Mustard in the lounge with a
passport, or a fifth grader to put it together. It
wasn’t like building a rocket. Yet, it went right
over my head.
Here’s what it was. As published in the last
issue, Father Jerry’s inside-the-cover column
was titled, “Still Going at 70,” and sub-titled
“I’ve Refueled at Many Stations on My
Journey.” A few pages later, Marjie, spouse and
editor, followed up with her column titled “It’s
not the Move; It’s the Moving that Kills You,”
and sub-titled “Sometimes an editor just can’t
help herself.” Both columns continued on the
same page. That doesn’t mean much; however,
it kept the thoughts together for anyone who
could put it together, which I did not.
My guess is that most Dove readers did not
suspect that Father Jerry and Marjie Smith
would announce (after Advent) that they will
be leaving Holy Comforter for him to be “the
interim residentiary canon and sub dean of
the Anglican Cathedral of the Most Holy
Trinity” in Hamilton, Bermuda. I know many
of us realized that his retirement neared, so
their time at HCEC was limited but not this
limited.
Maybe I missed it because I hoped the
hardcore trappings of the South had captured
them. For example, Father Jerry watched most
of a college football bowl game with me this
season. It was my first time to watch a game
with a priest much less a “residentiary canon,”
and perhaps his first time to watch that much
of a football game. For a hockey guy, he asked
good questions about strategies, offensive
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schemes, referees reviewing plays, and the
play clock. As the game progressed, he joined
me to root for the underdog Cowboys team
and their amazing comeback win over the
Fighting Irish. I told him about Touchdown
Jesus.
Yep, I hoped he had unofficially accepted
college football as a game of real interest in
his life. However, I don’t think they play that
much tackle football in Bermuda. It’s British,
you know. Its total population could fit in
FSU’s Doak Campbell Stadium. I even wonder
if there is a good marching band on the entire
island. I know, I know, God’s work is much
greater than a halftime show.
The Smiths came to Tallahassee planning
on a stint of 18-to-24 months but stayed
almost six years. (Applause here.) They
began their spiritual journey serving several
parishes in their native Canada and came
to us via Pittsburgh and Nashville. They
leave us to head out to sea, so to speak, what
with Bermuda being all of 21 square miles
located 650 miles east of Cape Hatteras,
North Carolina. (FYI, Panama City Beach
and Amelia Island are comparable in square
miles. Tallahassee is 1,155 miles southwest of
Bermuda.) May God keep the Atlantic winds
at the backs of these two exceptional Christian
servants.
Marjie provided great insight (and another
clue) in a second column she wrote last
issue titled “Divots Left by Those Departing
Replenish with Time.” She wrote: “Those
gone, whether to eternity or other parts of the
world, are like our own family pocket in the
communion of saints. We feel their presence
even as it seems the hole they leave behind
will never be filled… Then, with time, it fills in
with new gifts and people.”
That, I get.

Before the Page is Turned,
Here's to Our Departing Editor
By Rod Wenzel

Editors are often overlooked and underappreciated. The good ones produce
publications that educate and entertain
while appealing to the reader’s interests
page after page and issue after issue.
It’s no easy task and it doesn’t happen
without planning and expertise. Dove
editor Marjie Smith has been a good one.
A really good one.
With this being the last Dove issue under
Marjie’s editorship before she leaves for island
life, I am going to try to sneak this column
through her gatekeeping shield of modesty and
into print. Good editors keep the spotlight on
others, and Marjie did that. So down with any
spotlight but let me see if I can upload a few
highlights instead.
Marjie deserves applause and appreciation
for her years of volunteer service as our Dove
editor. Coordinating an almost all-volunteer
effort and working with the clergy, she
produced a magazine that well represents
the church, its people, and their interests
and interactions as Christians.
The Episcopal Communicators selected
the Dove as one of five periodicals in the
2021 Polly Bond Showcase that featured 42
exhibits of “excellence in communications.”

Marjie’s keen observation skills serve her
well as an editor and writer. Be it her humor
about the book of Deuteronomy, descriptive
information about birthing butterflies, strong
focus on COVID and the church’s response to
the pandemic, or just her occasional reference

to “His Collarship,” she has shown touches of
the lighthearted, the heartwarming, and the
deadly serious. Please read her column in this
issue where she describes Jerry and herself and
the pending move. “He’s like a fly on speed
dial. I’m more like that fly trying to get out of
someone’s pool,” she writes.
With our earlier careers in journalism and
similar jobs at newspapers and universities,
Marjie and I have common experiences that
have sustained our conversations. She fought
through bitter cold, deep snow and thick ice to
report stories; I fought through sweat, swamps
and dog flies.
This issue also marks two years since Marjie
recruited me to write the first of what she
described as “a history column” for the Dove.
She might have intended it to be educational
about the church’s past, and there’s been
some of that, but like a good editor, she has
remained flexible to this writer’s interests
and initiative. Contributing to Dove has given
me the opportunity to learn about people of
great personality and background, recognize
the Christian accomplishments of others, and
share about my past. The volunteer work has
rewarded me by increasing my knowledge
of the Episcopal church, in general, and Holy
Comforter, in specific.
For her excellent work with Dove... for
including me among its columnists… for her
support of Holy Comforter and His Collarship’s
ministry to all of us… and for being a good
editor, writer and friend, I end by giving Marjie a
huge “thanks,’’ thumbs up, and a -30-.
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Getting Back Together,
Keeping Things Going, and
Renewing Our Activities
Strengthen Our HCEC Spirit
by Doty Wenzel
Director of
Administration

We’re back! Not as before. In some ways
we are stronger because we met the
COVID pandemic, its deadly threats and
life-living challenges as a church body.
During the pandemic, Holy Comforter
members took the correct precautions,
respected social distance, wore masks,
zoomed meetings when we could, and
limited in-house attendance at worship
services and other meetings. Honestly, we
washed our hands with enough Purell®
to kill most any army of germs. We stayed
healthy.
Now, the pandemic has waned due to
healthy decisions and continued caution.
And now, we can get out and experience
some of the activities and people we’ve
missed. And, oh how we’ve missed each
other.
Starting last fall, we had a Stewardship
breakfast followed by a service in the
HCES Commons. It was so successful
many wanted more opportunities to
gather. During Advent, many more came
to church.
In February, the Brotherhood of Holy
Comforter held a Beer & Brats afternoon
outside on the parish hall patio. February
also brought back the Buck Breakfast.
It was great seeing and hearing “the 8
o’clockers” mingling and meeting those
who worship at the 10:30 a.m. service.
It’s back on schedule. Every first and third
Sunday beginning at 9 a.m. we can laugh
and share a meal together. And, after the
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fabulous going away party and Shrove
dinner for Fr. Jerry and Marjie Smith, we
know more times together will be in our
future.
With renewed activities, there is a need
to renew and complete some of the “onhold” projects. If you haven’t been to the
church lately, there are some new sites to
be seen and more to come. Our buildings
and grounds ministry group did not take
off during COVID. It has kept the grounds
maintained and new and old projects on
the forefront.
Among the changes and additions
to see or expect:
� New front doors have been ordered
and will be installed by late spring. These
six all-steel doors will be painted in an
appropriate Episcopal red. The Vestry is
reviewing actual colors with corresponding
numbers. The doors will arrive the middle
of April hopefully. The painting will
happen off-site, according to Jackie Watts,
chairperson for the Building & Grounds
Committee.
� Quotes for the planned emergency
exit in the nave have been received
and reviewed by the committee and
presented to the Vestry. This would give us
immediate outside access for those in the
choir and serving on the worship team in
case of an emergency.
� The fluorescent lights in the parish hall
and adjacent bathrooms will be replaced
with LED fixtures in mid-April.

Fred Chester, left, enjoying the festivities
at the Brotherhood of Holy Comforter’s
Beer & Brats afternoon get-together.
At left, Tom Gray
checking on the brats!

New front doors have
been ordered and will be
installed in late spring to
replace the sun-worn
originals shown below.

� During the church workday in
February, the Youth/Admin building had
a new overhang built. This will help water
runoff from seeping under the door and
potentially causing mildew and floor
rot. We may see another at the front
landing of the Children’s Education Center.
� The Garden Guild members have
been especially busy this spring. The
Labyrinth and Memorial Garden have been
cleaned and plants pruned just in time
for the flowers to bloom. Susan
Robinson, chair of the Garden
Guild, encourages us to explore
this area of the church.“ For a
special blessing, come walk the
Labyrinth this Lent. Sit and take
in the beauty and sounds of
Mother Nature and offerings
by God.”
Holy Comforter is open
for worship and many more
activities. Come see for yourself.

Men’s cooking crew
members (l to r) Gary
Heald, Tom Gray and
Paul Robinson welcomed
everyone back to Buck
Breakfast in the Parish
Hall.
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Transitions
Transitions

Transitions

Transitions

Transitions
Transitions

Change Can be Hard and Scary Transitions
But Our God Will Never Leave Us

by Jeanie Beyer
Archdeacon

Phil and I moved to Tallahassee
knowing only my brother, my aunt and
our son. This was a big move for us 15
years ago, coming from Kansas City
where we had spent most of our lives
and where I had been ordained and
served as a Deacon for eight years.
We were excited to be surrounded
by some of our biological family and
encouraged that with an Episcopal
presence in the city, we would have a
new family in Christ.
My first six months in the Diocese
were spent visiting churches in the
area and experiencing their different
cultures. It had only been a few years
since the Episcopal Church, the Diocese
of Florida and many new friends had
been wounded by the church splits. It
was a time of change, a time of pain and
a time of great healing.
Change is hard. Change can be scary.
Change can also bring exciting new
opportunities to grow like our move to
Florida did for us.
We at Holy Comforter find ourselves
in a time of change. Some of us may be
feeling sad as we prepare to let go of our
beloved pastor and his precious wife. It is
ok to be sad. But we also get to celebrate
this exciting new call in their lives.
And we get to celebrate and embrace
the great opportunity we have as a
parish to grow, discern and become all
that God intends for us to become. This
is an exciting time for our parish and
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our life together.
The most important thing for us to
know is that God is in charge! He will
never leave or forsake us (Heb 13:5).
God knows who we are to become and
to whom we are to minister.
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT
During my first six months in Tally,
I visited Holy Comforter. I was deeply
touched by the Holy Spirit as I walked
through the red doors of the church.
What I experienced was a strong sense
of community. The people loved Jesus,
and they loved each other. I was warmly
welcomed and, because of the gracious
hospitality I experienced, I never felt
like a stranger. Deacon Lucene took me
under her wing and continued to show
me the same hospitality that the HC
community did. She even invited me to
lunch to meet the Bishop.
I have always found Holy Comforter
to be a special and unique place. You
understand what it means to be “the
Body of Christ.” You have survived the
Church split, the comings and goings
of clergy and a move to a new location.
In times of change, Holy Comforter has
not only survived, but has thrived.
We will continue to thrive!
As the Body of Christ, together we
will keep our eyes focused on Jesus and
trust in his promise “that all things work
together for the good of his people.”
(Rom 8:28).

VBS
Hi there!

I’m Beacon the Puffin and I am excited to be headlining this summer’s VBS
at Holy Comforter Church, June 6-10.
Yep, every day I’ll send the kiddos (I mean explorers) off with their guides to find the

lanterns of love, faith, joy, trust and hope. Along the way they will learn Bible stories, conduct
science experiments, make crafts, play games, eat yummy snacks, and sing and dance about
the Lord. Whew, I can hardly wait!

The HCEC team has been working on this for a while (like since January)
and registration started in February. Contact Julianne Chester for any

volunteer opportunities, especially help decorating, or to find out about
any last-minute cancellations.

Julianne Chester
Director of Children & Families Ministry

A Memory with The Smiths
On July 1, 2017, Susan and I celebrated our 34th
wedding anniversary by renewing our wedding
vows with Fr. Jerry as celebrant. Marjie graciously
did a marvelous job at capturing the event with
photos. Fr. Ted’s music was a wonderful and welcome
enhancement. Afterwards, family and all gathered
at our home for dinner. After dinner, we celebrated
Canada Day by singing O Canada!
Charles Futch
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The 2022 Annual Parish Meeting
Holy Comforter Well Positioned for the Future

by Rod Wenzel

Reference Source: The meeting minutes by
Vestry Clerk Carolyn DiSalvo.

Carolyn DiSalvo

At right, Vestry
Treasurer Hollie Maddox
presents the church’s
budget during the
annual meeting.

Information shared at the 2022 annual parish
meeting indicates that Holy Comforter Episcopal
Church remains on solid ground despite
the past months of pandemic and
the current days of uncertainty
surrounding the transitions of its
rector and bishop.
The budget report presented
at the February 6 meeting
by Vestry Treaurer Hollie
Maddox shows a slight
shortfall projected for
2022. Anticipated income
via pledges and gifts totals
$555,865, with estimated
expenditures at $574,148.
Expenditures afford and support the
mission of the church, its building and
grounds, worship and education, pastoral
care, communications, and administration. The
anticipated deficit of $18,283 is 3.2 percent of
the estimated expenditures.
The positive assessment of HCEC remaining
solid is supported by several factors stated at the
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meeting. Those included: 1) Income received during
the pandemic and anticipated for 2022 can meet
the needs of the church without debt or cutbacks;
2) The six years of strong leadership during the
tenure of Father Jerry Smith. Highlights include
program and budget stability during the pandemic;
effective use of technology resulting from
the upgrades made by Fred Chester,
audio-visual engineer; and increasing
the church’s physical space by about
3,000 square feet at low cost by
acquiring three annex buildings from
the school; and 3) The Vestry will
remain intact without change this
year to provide continuity during
the transition to a new rector; and
4) HCEC is a desirable parish, with a
strong reputation and a proud history.
The parish is said to be “very wellpositioned for the future.”
Concerning the church’s transition, Mother Beth
Pessah, associate rector, spoke briefly and received
applause when she said she plans to stay. She
said she does not want to be the interim rector
because she would have to leave once a rector
has been hired.
At the time of the annual meeting, it was not

known if the church would have supply priests or an
interim rector. Canon to the Ordinary Allison DeFoor
will be at HCEC on April 24 to conduct services. He
also will speak to the Vestry after the 10:30 a.m.
service.
Senior Warden Tricia Culberson will lead the
Vestry to choose the Search Committee members
for identifying the new rector at HCEC. During
the transition, the Vestry’s role will be to lead the
church, keeping in mind its mission and the values
of the parish in accordance with Diocesan protocols.
After the Search Committee members are identified,
a comprehensive assessment will be completed to
determine the church profile.
About the search for a bishop to follow retiring
Bishop Howard, HCEC’s Amy Johnson, who
represents the Apalachee Region on the Transitional
Committee, provided a summary of activities and
noted important timeline events in the process.
Candidates were to have been identified in early
March and are to participate in ‘meet and greet’
sessions the first full week of May. On May 14, the
Electing Convention will be an all-day event held at
the cathedral in Jacksonville to elect the new bishop.
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will ordain the
bishop-elect in October.
The change in bishops will not impact our change
in rectors. Bishop Howard will serve concurrently
with the bishop-elect for some time.
Those honored to serve as delegates to the 179th
diocese convention themed “Rejoicing in Hope”
included Amy, Randy Desilett, Judy Shipman, and our
clergy. Deacon Jeanie Beyer received the bishop’s
Cross Award. Byron Green was re-elected to the
Suwannee board of Trustees.
Father Jerry addressed his upcoming departure
from HCEC. An 18-month interim appointment from
Bishop Howard to fill a need turned into a blessing
of six years. He said he had planned to stay at Holy
Comforter until retiring in 2023, about the same
time the bishop will be leaving. The unexpected
Bermuda invitation seems to be in God’s Plan, and
serves as an example of keeping ourselves open to
the Holy Spirit.

He also praised wife Marjie for her sacrifices
throughout the 47 years he has been ordained. She
had established a successful career in journalism,
writing, editing and publishing in Canada. She
had been asked to run for elected
office by three different political
parties. She had her family, children,
grandchildren and friends within
visiting distance. Yet, she gave all
that up to head south with husband
Jerry some 20 years ago. She has had
the ability and flexibility to remake
herself with each move to best serve
the parish and the rector’s ministry.
As its editor and in coordination with
veteran designer John LoCastro, she
turned the DOVE magazine into an
award-winning periodical.
Held in the Nave, the meeting opened with prayer
and 37 minutes later adjourned as moved by Lannie
Cardona. Attendees were provided an annual report
packet covering 2021. With a second by Diane
LoCastro, Judy Shipman moved to adopt the 2021
annual meeting minutes as submitted. The motion
passed.
During the meeting, Father Jerry offered insight
and thought about our spiritual journey and God’s
plan for our future. He stated all ministry should be
led by the Holy Spirit. We need to determine the
unique needs of our congregation and parish and,
under the leadership of the Vestry, a parish search
committee, and the Holy Spirit, we can learn to ask
the right questions.
Each of us has a ministry, but we need to ensure
that we don’t volunteer to do everything. In addition
to creating burn out, we may be denying others the
opportunity to find their ministry and take an active
role among us. All of us like to feel included, not
abandoned,
Change can cause anxiety, but it can be exciting
when we remember that we are not alone because
God is always with us.

Father Jerry
addressing his
unexpected invitation
to serve in Bermuda
and what Holy Comforter
has meant to him and
Marjie over the past
6 years.
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Remembrances

Special Feelings Shared about Three Loved Ones

Judy Coleman by Christine Reker

A young
Judy Coleman.

After 90 wonderful years, my sweet mother passed away January
30, 2022. I was so blessed to have been with her that night.
She was such a lovely soul, with a smile and a laugh that lit up
a room. Anyone who knew her will say the same thing. She was a
woman that was so close to the Lord, and I know how happy she
is to be with Him now.
She was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on June
13,1931. After college, she married my father and had three
daughters. For most of her life, she thought she was an only
child until she was 79. One of my sisters found on Ancestry.
com that her father had remarried and had five children.
She hadn’t seen him since she was 7. They didn’t know of
her either. They contacted me, and a wonderful new family
began.
My mother was never heard to say an unkind word about
anyone or anything. She taught us to love everyone and to see
color and embrace every shade.
She worked in Estimates for the State Department of
Transportation for over 30 years and always had such funny
stories to tell of her days there.
Mom was very active at St. Francis Episcopal Church.
She was their secretary, a member of the Daughters of
the King, and sang in the choir. She and I came to Holy
Comforter when St. Francis was closed.
Very soon after, my mom had a stroke, and it was then
that I became her mother. It’s a situation we never think
will happen. In hindsight, it was the most wonderful nine
years for me. I got to know my mom on such a different
level, and we became so very close.
I’m happy to have been able to get to know her in a
totally different way, and I will miss my days with her.
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Judy Coleman
and her daughter,
Christine Reker.

Sally Malloy by Family and Friends
A Remarkable Life Helping Others

A young
Sally Malloy.

Sally Malloy (August 4, 1932 – January 14, 2022) was a decadeslong member of Holy Comforter. Those who knew her reveled in
her gentle spirit, dry sense of humor, and her dignity and grace.
Sally graduated from Duke University in 1954 as a sociology
major with a minor in religion. Later she returned to school
for a master’s degree in sociology from FSU. She always had
a purpose-driven life, working for the state of Florida in the
Divisions of Blind Services and Vocational Rehabilitation. She
retired from the Apalachee Center for Human Services after
12 years where she specialized in chemical dependency, codependency and post-traumatic stress, providing counseling
to individuals and groups. Then, at age 65, she earned her
license as a mental health counselor and went into private
practice, which she continued until she was 87 years old.
Sally raised three daughters who survive her, Sarah,
Marylynn, and Beth Ann. Her daughters describe her as their
rock, inspiration, friend, hero and tireless advocate.
Although fortunate to have had a good education, she
was never dazzled by outward symbols of success. She was,
however, always moved and impressed by honesty, hard
work and humility in others, as well as by those for whom
kindness, fairness and love were paramount values. Sally
smiled and laughed often, was never shy, never a fool and
never a pushover. She had a remarkable ability for tact in
difficult situations and could see through to the hearts of
others, always pointing to the good in people, rather than
focusing on the bad.
For many years, Sally led the Meals Ministry at Holy
Comforter. She was a regular and active participant in
the Spiritual Journey group, and treasured the fellowship
enjoyed in this group. Sally insisted on reading scripture at
family gatherings.
One of Sally’s dear friends, Mary Ellen, shared that every
morning and evening as she does the yoga tree pose, she feels
Sally’s love embracing her. As a yoga instructor, animal lover
(especially cats), enthusiastic mystery reader (anything Louise
Penney), and NPR listener, Sally led a rich life, loving and
serving others.

Sally enjoying
a family visit,
Thanksgiving 2018.

(cont’d on page 17)
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Threads of Grace
by Pat Horn

“Threads of Grace” today is a
weekly email ministry sending a
meditation on the upcoming Sunday’s
Eucharistic lectionary and includes an
inspirational photograph provided by
my professional photographer daughter,
Audrey Horn. It is usually sent out midweek so its lessons and meditations can
be used to prepare for and participate
in the Sunday service.
It was born out of a call I experienced
from an exercise in Suwanee’s four-year
Education for Ministry (EFM) program.
My then priest and I had shared the
leadership for our EFM group at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Apalachicola for
five years. The last “Common Lesson”
for the year urged the group to pursue
where their journey seemed to be
leading. I was feeling the need to write—
something -- but what? At that time,
25 years ago, my priest mailed out a
one-page paper newsletter to the parish
every week similar in format to the
e-Dove, and he offered to give me space
in it of about 300 words.
Almost immediately, I sat down with
the lectionary and my yellow tablet and
pen, and watched what came off my

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church / SPRING 2022 / 16

pen onto the paper. (After all this time,
it isn’t always so easily inspired, but I
remain open.) I sent the first one to the
priest for feedback, but he said that he
would print it as is. His only advice to
me was not to research it, but to write
from my heart. That has stood me in
good stead, although my early offerings
more often came from the head rather
than the heart. When the priest stopped
sending the newsletter mailer, he put
my infant “Threads” on the back of the
Sunday bulletins, where they continued
through three subsequent priests and
interims).
Apalachicola is a tourist town, and
Trinity welcomed a lot of travelers
over the years. Frequently, at coffee
hour in the parish hall, visitors would
come up to me and ask how they
could get copies of my meditations,
and “Threads of Grace” was born. It
has been interesting to hear how it has
journeyed when it leaves my computer.
One woman who was leading an EFM
group in Tallahassee reported that she
used “Threads of Grace” as the worship
for her group. Others have shared how
they have used them with Bible study
and in a variety of ways. A retired
Lutheran pastor from Wisconsin, who
has wintered in the Apalachicola area for

(cont’d from page 15, “Remembrances...”)
At left, art courtesy of
Juan Sanchez Cotan

many years, says he has a list to which
he forwards them every week.
Writing “Threads of Grace” has
become a spiritual practice for me.
Currently, I use sort of a lectio divina
format where I sit with the scripture
and notice what word or phrase gets my
attention. As I meditate on that, I put
pen to paper, much like journaling, just
letting it flow. I often find that where
I thought I was going when I started a
meditation is not where I end. “Threads”
is also an opportunity to share my faith,
my trust in God’s healing, and His lifegiving presence for my benefit and for
the benefit of all creations. I’m not quite
sure why, but I seem to run out of steam
after 300 words or so. Maybe God knows
that’s the attention span of my readers.
Or maybe mine?
Father Jerry, Mother Beth, and Deacon
Jeannie and husband Phil, who is an
inspirational author, along with others
in the Spiritual Journey and Centering
Prayer groups have asked to be put on
the mailing list since we moved here. If
“Threads of Grace” sounds interesting
to you, just send me an email at:
phorn2388@comcast.net, and you will
become part of my Threads Tapestry
list (it’s free). If you’re interested in
seeing some online, you can find them
on the Contemplative Outreach of the
Tallahassee Area (COTA) website when
you click on the Contemplative Journal
tab: www.centeringprayertallahassee.
org/journal.

Peter DeHaan

An Unsung Hero Remembered
by a Close Friend

by Joe McCann
Peter DeHaan was a close friend of mine. Our connections
go back to New York, New England, and specifically Kathy
Johns Restaurant just down the street from UCONN in
Storrs, Connecticut. When people retire, we lose our
titles. And after several years of adjustment, we become
just people, or just “Pete.” We seldom talk about what
experiences brought us to what we’ve become.
Pete, in my opinion, was an unsung, silent hero.
Captain Peter DeHaan was a helicopter pilot in Vietnam.
He flew a Boeing CH-47 Chinook in-country, bringing
troops to “hot” areas and returning what was left of
them back to their base. He was in the center of hostile
activities, yet never spoke of it, typical of in-country
Viet Nam veterans. And what killed him in the end was
another remnant of Vietnam, Agent Orange, according
to the Veterans Administration. Fittingly, he lies at rest at
the Veterans National Cemetery in Tallahassee.
Peter led a successful, full life. He was very devoted to
his wife Phyllis, his daughter and son, and grandchildren,
one of which is a graduate of the United States Military
Academy (West Point), another a cadet, also at West
Point. Peter DeHaan died with dignity and at peace. He
was unafraid and accepted his passing. He was far more
than “just Pete”. Katie and I shall miss him.
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The Great Shrove Send-off
And the Celebration of a Just-So-Happened 6-year “Interim” Appointment
What do Fat Tuesday and Bermuda have in common? Our very own Fr. Jerry
and Marjie Smith! Our normal Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, the last
day to party before Lent, became a Low Country Boil in honor of the
Smith’s ministry in our parish. What was an 18-month Priest-In-Charge
posting that would help us transition to the next rector (and to help
the Smiths ease into retirement), turned into a six-year appointment.
God has again called them to a new post in Bermuda. They will be
sorely missed, but He always has a plan. Fr. Jerry and Marjie, you will
always be in our hearts and we hope that you are taking many fond
memories with you. May God bless you in your new post.

The decorating by the Hospitality
Committee was fantastic and helped set
the mood!

Fr. Jerry, Doty and Marjie
smilin’ for all the cameras.

Susan and Charles in
Mardi Gras mode.
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Marjie shares some parting wisdom.

Bermuda
Jerry

The Scrivens helped honor
and celebrate the Smiths

Marjie and Carol are definitely
ready to PARTY!

Stella Corum found the baby in
the king cake!
The Jacobsen’s came to have fun
and join the Smith’s send-off
chorus of many well wishers.

Annie, Rick and Christine
enjoy the festivities.

Our cooks, Bonnie, Sterling and
Gary prepared a delicious low country
boil to celebrate Marjie and
Fr. Jerry’s send-off in style.

The food must be great – according
to Marsha and Nancy’s smiles!
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Diocese of Florida Search
for 9th Bishop Process & Timeline
Information provided by Amy Johnson
The slate with five candidates for the 9th
Bishop of Florida has been released. The
slate includes a canon, three rectors and an
associate rector. Three of the candidates are
from Jacksonville, one is from Gainesville and
one from Houston.
The Diocese of Florida Standing Committee
announced March 10 the slate of candidates
for bishop coadjutor and 9th bishop of the
Diocese of Florida. Candidates are as follows in
alphabetical order by last name:

by Amy Johnson

■ The Rev. Canon Wiley Ammons, rector,

Episcopal Church of the Redeemer,
Jacksonville, Florida;
■ The Rev. Charlie Holt, associate rector for
teaching and formation,
Episcopal Church of St. John the Divine,
Houston, Texas;
■ The Rev. Fletcher Montgomery, rector,
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church,
Gainesville, Florida;
■ The Rev. Miguel Rosada, rector,
St. Luke’s-San Lucas Episcopal Church,
Jacksonville, Florida;
■ The Rev. Beth Tjoflatm, canon for urban
ministry, Diocese of Florida,
Jacksonville, Florida.
This release began the petition period that
ended March 17. Any potential candidates
submitted during the petition period will be
vetted. Qualified petition candidates will be
added to the slate at a later time. Information
about each candidate is found at www.
floridabishopsearch.org/candidates.
With the announcement of the slate, the
work of the Transition Committee begins.
The major role is to introduce the candidates
to the Diocese and the Diocese to the
candidates. In addition, each candidate will
be assigned a shepherd, a continuing contact
from the Transition Committee throughout
the next several months. The contact and
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communication will continue between the
shepherd and the candidate several months
after the election is complete.
The Transition Committee will be
announcing details of the Meet and Greet
sessions, which will be held from May 2
to May 7. During that time, there will be a
number of opportunities (both in-person and
virtually) for folks from around the Diocese to
interact with and learn from the candidates.
Holy Comforter will host the candidates
Thursday, May 5th from 2-4pm. More details
to come.
The special convention to elect the bishop
coadjutor will be held on Saturday, May 14 at
St. John’s Cathedral in Jacksonville. All parishes
will have clergy and lay delegates at the
convention to participate in the election.
According to An Episcopal Dictionary of
the Church (episcopalchurch.org) a bishop
coadjutor is an “Assistant bishop with the
right of succession upon the resignation of the
diocesan bishop.” Bishop Howard will retire
no more than 90 days after his 72nd birthday
as is required in the Episcopal Church. Bishop
Howard will be 72 in 2023.
The ordination of the 9th Bishop of Florida
will occur Saturday, October 15 at St. John’s
Cathedral Jacksonville.
Please keep Bishop Howard, the candidates,
the Standing Committee, the Nominating
Committee, the Transition Committee, the
delegates and the process in your prayers.
Almighty and sovereign Lord, who is faithfully
leading us in our search for the next Bishop of
Florida, we give you thanks for the candidates who
have submitted their names for consideration. We
ask your care, guidance, and protection for each of
them, their families, and their congregations. By
your Holy Spirit, watch over our diocese, that we
may seek only your will through the remainder of
this process; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

“So Long, Farewell,
Auf Wiedersehen, Goodbye”
I thought I would start this article with a
song from “The Sound of Music” to join
Mother Beth’s song-titled sermons. Our
move is approaching and we are equal
parts excited and anxious.
Our son, Tom, and I have been members
of Holy Comforter since 1989. We have seen
so much growth and change during those 33
years, and yet, it still feels the same, “Holy
Comfortable,” as one school parent called
it. So many people shaped our faith that I
could not begin to name them all: Libby
Woodward and Lucene Birch were the first
people I met and quickly involved me with
the newcomer and hospitality ministries;
Bette Harris and Harriette McCarter were
next, encouraging me to become involved
with the Vestry.
Tom joined children’s chapel, youth group
and acolytes. Always striving for the things
that were most difficult for him, he wanted to
be a Crucifer. I was terrified he would not be
able to carry the cross all the way down the
aisle. Bill Jones put that worry to rest for me
one Sunday when he carried the cross, put
it in its holder and sat down; we all watched
as the cross fell to the floor in slow motion.
Bill just grinned, picked it up and put it back,
and everyone chuckled. I knew then we had
found “our people.”
John was not a part of our early church life,
but that changed when Tom passed in May
2017. About two weeks before Tom passed, I
was having a heart-to-heart with God about
how I was going to manage his imminent death
and how we were going to live without him.
God clearly spoke to me asking why I wasn’t
asking for a miracle. That really surprised me,
as I did not expect a miracle for Tom. So, I said
“ok, I am asking for a miracle”.

I told anyone that would listen what God
had put on my heart and encouraged them
to pray with me for a miracle. You listened,
you loved on and cried with us, you showed
us glimpses of joy and
thanksgiving during our
struggle. And, oh how
you fed us! Tom passed
peacefully at Hospice
House surrounded by
friends and family 24 hours
a day. Again, way too many
to name in this article but
a special thanks to Father
Jerry for the “miraculous
loaves and fishes”
communion for 20 in Tom’s room. Special
thanks, also, to Father Ted, who sat with John
on multiple late night and pre-dawn visits
praying with and comforting him.
Our whole family came for his funeral,
and again, you stepped up to comfort all of
us with tears and laughter, your individual
experiences with Tom, and copious amounts
of food! The next Sunday, when John told me
he would like to start attending church with
me, I was stunned! He said he heard the most
wonderful and moving stories about Tom
from parishioners that attended his funeral.
You expressed over and over to him how
important Tom, “Our Superman,” was to each
of you. There was my miracle!
Oh, how we will miss all of you, our “Holy
Comfortables.” But know that we will carry
your love with us. Please keep us in your
hearts and prayers as we begin this new
journey. And so “we leave and heave a
sigh and say goodbye.”

by Diane LoCastro

Diane, John and their two
furry children, Tebow and
Auggie.

THANK YOU!
Over the past five years
I have had the pleasure
and privilege to work
with a truly great team of
volunteers to help create
a ‘voice’ that speaks
to the vital presence of
Holy Comforter Episcopal
Church in the lives of
its parishioners and
their compassionate
outreach to surrounding
communities ~ even
during these challenging
pandemic years.
I want to especially
thank Marjie Smith and
Doty Wenzel for their
friendship and tireless
work on the Dove and
all the assistance they
provided to this “ol’
mouse-pusher” so we
could make the printer’s
deadline each and
every time.
Sincerely, JL
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Katie Simmons(l) leading
a DOK decernment
meeting.

by Judy Shipman

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING
DISCERNMENT
The Order of the Daughters of the King is an order for
women who are communicants of the Episcopal Church.
Members undertake a rule of life to incorporate prayer,
evangelism and service.
At Holy Comforter, the Mary and Martha chapter
of the order has continued to meet virtually
during the pandemic. We remain active in praying
for those in need. (A prayer request box can be
found in the Narthex.) Prayers are, of course, kept
confidential.
At our monthly meetings we have been studying
Shannon Bream’s “The Women of the Bible Speak,”
looking closely at the lives of such diverse women
as Rachel, Hagar, Leah, and others.
In December, the Chapter sponsored a quiet day in the
Parish Hall, joining virtually with the Presiding Bishop as
he led a Quiet Day in Houston. We also put together gift
baskets for the staff of Grace Mission who do so
much with so little.
Daughter Katie Simmons has led a Discernment
group: we will joyfully welcome four new Daughters
in April.
If you want to learn more or are interested in joining
us, contact any of the members.
One of the gift
baskets put together
by the DOK for the
Grace Mission staff.
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Rosetta Efthim(l) and
Mary Cordero participate
in one of the discernment
meetings.

Capital Area
Justice Ministry
The Capital Area Justice Ministry (CAJM) began with a gathering of
people of faith and a statement of purpose: “We, the members of the
Capital Area Justice Ministry do declare and promise to build a diverse,
faith-filled, people-powered, Holy Spirit-inspired ministry to address the
injustices in our community.”
Perhaps you have been hearing about this exciting new ministry in
Tallahassee. Many houses of worship—Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and
more—are participating in this effort to identify two key justice issues and
one single positive change for each that our community can support. The
process has included many meetings in the various faith communities,
followed by a large gathering in which the two key issues were announced:
1. The problem of gun violence and
2. The need for affordable housing.
Groups were then established to research these issues by interviewing
both community members and many of the agencies that work to
address these issues.
In the area of gun violence, the focus has become the youngest
of our community’s children interacting with our juvenile justice
system. Data show that children who develop behavior problems
early are at greater risk for school failure and later violent behaviors
(including the use of guns). In our juvenile court system, there is
an option called “civil citations” that can be chosen rather than
an arrest. Community service, restitution and counseling are
emphasized in the civil citation program. This pathway is much
less likely to affect the child’s future employability and much
more likely to allow for opportunities to turn the
child’s life around. The research group has
reviewed how often civil citations are used and
how to increase the number of children given this option.
The lack of affordable housing is affecting more of our
community members each day, particularly with the
inflationary pressures our society is facing. Even recent
college graduates are having difficulty finding affordable
housing. Lower income community members are finding
themselves evicted as housing costs go up. The housing
research group is focusing on finding ways to increase
availability of quality rental property for lower income
families.
The research will be completed soon. The focus for
each group and associated actions were announced
at a large gathering March 8 and followed by an
even larger event, the Nehemiah Action Assembly,
in which these actions were presented to the
media and the wider community on April 5.
To learn more, go to capitalareajustice.org. To participate in the
Nehemiah Action Assembly, go to events to RSVP and/or contact
me at surobins@me.com.

by Susan Robinson
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What is a Search Committee
and Why Do We Need One?

by Judy Shipman
Vestry Member

You may think the choice of a new priest for Holy Comforter is
up to the Bishop or perhaps the Vestry. You would be wrong.
In most cases, the Vestry appoints a Search Committee to manage the
majority of the tasks involved in choosing a new rector. The Vestry is responsible
for electing the search committee, generally anywhere from seven to twelve
individuals. They must be members in good standing of the parish, exhibit
leadership skills, be regular in attendance and giving, have the ability to
maintain confidentiality and be able to attend frequent meetings.
Before the actual search process begins, the Committee is responsible for
developing a parish profile and congregational evaluation. (We have identified
a good survey instrument; you will hear more about that soon). They will receive
names of possible candidates through Canon Defoor, contact them by phone
and conduct a preliminary interview, possibly by Zoom. They may travel to
the candidates’ current church for a visit. As they do this, the list of potential
candidates will be shortened. (During the active search, one Search Committee
member serves as communication coordinator and regularly shares
information with the congregation.) When the list is down to two or
three, it becomes a time of prayer and reflection. When a candidate
is identified, the Search Committee informs Canon DeFoor, who
informs the Bishop, and presents information about the candidate
to the Vestry. Election of a candidate is a Vestry decision.
Obviously, this process is time consuming (and I have probably
left out a few steps.) It is also careful and deliberative, providing an
effective process for choosing the right person. Following the steps
that have been carefully designed gives us the best chance of a good
outcome.
At the time of this writing, the Vestry is contacting potential Search
Committee members to learn their willingness and availability.
During this time, the Vestry will continue in their
leadership role, ensure the stability and
continued ministry of the congregation
and support the Search
Committee with prayer.
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Transitions Come with Multiple
Reactions and Emotions
Transitions…What an appropriate
theme for our spring DOVE. We, as a
church family, will be experiencing major
transitions in the coming months.
I started thinking about how life itself is a
series of transitions, and that transitions can
come in all shapes and sizes. How we handle these
transitions and rely on God to lead us through
them can make all the difference. So, I began to
reflect on a few of my own life transitions.
Transitions can be …exciting! I
remember how thrilled I was
to finally go to college.
My parents wisely did
not provide me with a
car, but this was still
unbelievable freedom.
After being raised in
a tiny Carolina town
in a Southern Baptist
church (God did not sanction
card playing, sewing, or dancing on
Sundays), I was ready to break loose! I thought I
was prepared for anything. Well, I won’t go into
details, but I tried relying on my own strength
and judgment during this transition, and it was
a rather bumpy ride.
Transitions can be …sudden and heartbreaking.
The unexpected loss of my father to a heart attack
sent my family reeling. He lived a healthy lifestyle
and had just played two sets of tennis the morning
of his death, so we were in shock. I watched my
mother literally cling to her Bible during this
period. I observed her utter reliance on God to
carry her through this transition. Her faith has
always inspired me, as she kept her Bible by her
side the rest of her life through her dementia and
ultimate transition to heaven.
Transitions can be …terrifying. As a young
family we planned to move to Tallahassee with
only an acceptance to grad school. We had two

preschoolers, no jobs, no health insurance,
no friends in town, and very little in the way
of financial resources. The plan was for me
to support the family by teaching while my
husband attended school and worked at a part
time job. My colleagues in South Florida (many
of them FSU grads) warned me that getting
a teaching job in Tallahassee would be very
difficult due to the plentiful supply of College of
Education graduates seeking local jobs. Yikes!
Jumping off the diving board with no idea
what was in the water kept me
awake for most of the summer.
I spent hours on my knees.
I had no choice to give
in and trust that God
would look out for us.
And He did. Within an
hour of having our phone
connected the day we moved,
I received a call from a local
principal and we talked for 45 minutes. The
next day I interviewed in person and was hired.
She said she “just happened” to pick up my
resume from the stack on her desk. But I knew
who was in control during this transition.
Transitions are…inevitable and continuous.
Some we can prepare for and while others hit
us blindsided. As we pray for the Smiths and
their new ministry in Bermuda, let us also pray
for Holy Comforter and the upcoming changes
during this season of transition.
Finally, I ask for your prayers as I attempt
to transition into editing the DOVE. Marjie’s
leadership has been phenomenal, and I certainly
don’t have her professional experience and
knowledge. I will make many mistakes, but
hopefully I’ll grow and learn.
As we say in the Baptismal Covenant, “I will,
with God’s help”.

by Frances Fincham
Editor-in-Transition

At left, Father Jerry
married Frances and
Frank on November 9,
2019.
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by Peter Klekamp

re la tion ship (noun)
■

■

■

relationships (plural noun)

1. the way in which two or more concepts, objects, or people
are connected, or the state of being connected.
As Head of School of Holy Comforter Episcopal
School, I have found that the most successful
way to lead a school community is by building
strong and healthy relationships with all the
members of a school community. These members
include students, teachers, parents, church leaders,
and alumni.
I recently googled “healthy relationships”
and found the following, “Healthy relationships
involve honesty, trust, respect, and open
communication between partners, and they
take effort and compromise from both people.
There is no imbalance of power. Partners respect
each other’s independence, can make their own
decisions without fear of retribution or retaliation,
and share decisions.” I have found this approach
especially invaluable when forging a relationship
with the Church and the school.
Since his arrival in 2016, I have been blessed
to meet on a weekly basis with Father Jerry Smith

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church / SPRING 2022 / 26

each Tuesday morning. Our time has included
prayer, but most importantly, fellowship. It is
a scheduled time that I look forward to every
week. I have felt the support from the church
and Father Jerry, during these challenging times.
Our connection with the church is as strong as
ever, and I attribute that to Father Jerry and his
commitment to being honest, trusting, respectful
and open in our communications.
An Episcopal school is a community whose
mission integrates spiritual formation into all
aspects of the educational experience. One of the
most crucial parts of a student’s growth is spent in
the Holy Comforter Church sanctuary three times
a week. These times include our chapel service
with Mother Beth, a designated class leading a
service on Friday by acting out a bible story and
praying together as a school family. Our children
are challenged academically in the classroom, but
the uniqueness of an Episcopal school education

is the time in prayer and
reflection. Our relationship
with Jesus is formed through
these experiences.
When Holy Comforter Episcopal Church began
our school in 1955 a kindergarten program was
born. Over time our school has grown into a
PK-8 program serving over 520 students. Holy
Comforter Episcopal School has grown up and
learned to walk side-by- side with the church,
staying connected to its roots, which began on
Miccosukee Road through the vision of Father
Frank Pisani. I love starting each morning seeing
the cross at the top of the Church steeple and
entering our colonnade. The church and school
have worked together to support each other’s
mission, and for that, I am grateful.
As proud as I am of our school today, I am
even more excited about the future. A grassroots
effort led by our Strategic Planning Committee
has dedicated time and talent during a 10-month
process to help create our next five-year Strategic
Plan referred to as “The Bridge.” Board members
(including church representation) along with
faculty, students, parents, and alumni have helped
in producing and recognizing our Core Values:
Academic Excellence, Community, Faith, Character,
and Diversity. We will continue to work in the
coming weeks and months to define our initiatives
so that we are able to continue to strive and reach
our future goals.
In our previous Strategic Plan of 2017-2021,
we had hoped to find a Chaplain. We are so
fortunate to have Mother Beth serve as “The
Bridge” now between the church and the school,
forming invaluable relationships with the entire
church-school community. Her work offers support

and prayer to our faculty
and staff. In the words of
Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry, “Help us to place
our hands in your hands and in the hands of
each other that we may walk together and work
together until our nightmares are ended and your
dream for us and all your creation is realized on
earth as it is in heaven.” There is much good work
to be done.
In closing, I want to extend a special thank
you to Father Jerry for leaving a legacy of such a
strong church-school relationship. He has set
a high standard, and we will continue to honor
that expectation of supporting one another in
Head of School
our ministries. The future is bright for Holy
Peter Klekamp welcoming
Comforter Episcopal Church and School!
teachers and students at the
start of the school day.
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Around the Parish Scrapbook

The Altar Guild meets to plan and socialize.

Brayden showing how he keeps his Advent
wreath top-of-mind during the season.

Parish Roundup
Holy Comforter is an incredibly active
parish. Many times, we are not aware of
how things happen until someone tells
us. Please help us by sharing your photos
(with captions), so we can keep giving
little peeks into the weekly life of the
church in the DOVE magazine. See
page 31 to find out how and when to
contribute to the next issue.

A very jolly Music Team at the Christmas service.

Food Pantry
volunteers
taking a welldeserved
“Auggie” break.

Dedicated Food Pantry volunteers brave the cold
weather on a wintery Saturday morning.
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Our Music Team jammin’ at their
annual holiday gathering at the
Smith’s.

Archdeacon Jeanie (l) and Mother Beth
ready for the 10:30 Sunday service.

Betsy graciously
filling in as
Choir director
for John-Mark
who was in the
Holy Land with
Fr. Jerry’s tour.

Mother Beth and friends enjoying catching up after Buck Breakfast!
Crucifer
Sydney Brown
processing
from the
altar.

Mother Beth during Children’s time.
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BIRTHDAYS
MAY
1 David Blodgett
1 Mary Cordero
1 Gary Heald
1 Phil Scott-Smith
2 Susan Parmalee
3 Marie McHaffie
3 Hilda Starbuck
4 Carol Brady
4 Pat Desilet		
5 Glen Yaege		
5 Karin Zawrotny
5 Matthew Zawrotny
6 Steve Pessah
6 Julie Woodworth
7 Josephine Deeb
8 Ryan Simpson		
9 Patsy Killian
9 Beth Scott		
10 Karen Reynolds
10 Celeste Rosenau
11 Joan Maddox
11 Lisa MacKay-Ring
11 Genny Rosenberg
11 Julie Sullivan		
11 Claire Walker
13 Oliver Jacobs		
16 Alexandra Harrison
16 Barbara Sepielli		
17 Oswaldo Chapman
18 Martha Bonner		
19 Fred Brough		
20 Tess Culbreath
20 Emma Travis
20 Julia Rose Travis		
21 Patsy Canetta
21 Marina Chester		
21 Kim Colonna
22 Philip Coltharp		
25 Lisa Peerson
27 Cynthia Ryder			
28 Sarah Sturges
29 Jeanie Beyer

JULY
1 Elley Hall
2 Larry Deeb
3 Annabelle Maddox
6 Charles Coughlin
6 Robert Parmalee
6 Ansley Coltharp
8 Leonard Kopple
8 Alanna Watts
9 Bobby Maddox Jr.
10 Taylor Hamilton
10 William Roach
11 Amy Johnson
13 Marie Harper
13 Charles Scriven
14 George Boyer
15 Carter Blodgett
16 Rebecca Zawrotny
17 Joe McCann
18 Bill Jones
18 Elaine Yaege
19 Beth Corum
21 Bob Horn
21 Tony Sturges
22 Sarah Cardona
22 Jennifer Jacobs
24 Lewis Killian
24 Mike Maring
28 Mary Mitas
29 Melissa Hamilton
29 Herb Laing
29 Sam Power
29 Lynette Sauls
30 Molly Button
30 Fred Chester
30 Lynda Makin

JUNE
1 Frances Fincham		
2 Robert Efthim		
3 Parker Luce
4 McKayla Moors		
4 Mary Nielsen
5 Marley Thigpen		
5 Adam Watson
7 Tony Gelabert		
7 Howard Rubin		
8 Tommy Denis		
8 Marsha Jordan		
9 Kate Gelabert
9 Brian Jacobs
14 Melanie Hall		
15 Dawn Lynch		
16 Sterling Luce
17 Anna Grace Winton
17 Mitchell Hall		
17 Corinne Johnston
18 Kelly Mistry		
19 Roberta Boyer
19 Patricia Culbertson
20 Don Latham
20 Josefa Schlottmann
20 Kimberli Weinrich
22 Clarine Lizana
23 Logan Kessinger
23 Gina McCulley
26 William Thomsen		
28 Henry Watson		
29 Maren Johnson		
29 Caroline Luce		
30 Marjorie Langston
30 Gene Langston

AUGUST
1 Adelaide Jacobs
2 Adele Porta
3 John DiSalvo
3 Sandi Granger
3 Marjie Smith
3 Ethan Weinrich
4 Brenda Poulos
6 Jenna Brown
7 Tom Gray
9 Katherine Sickinger
12 Claire Balbo
12 Judy Shipman
12 James Sickinger
13 Jordan Blodgett
14 Patricia Greisl
14 Joe Watts
14 Jean Young
15 Matthew Fidanzato
16 Nancy Daniels
16 Melanie Watson
17 Winifred Bryan
17 Connor Coughlin
17 John-Mark Schacht
20 Mike Ingersoll
21 Fran Lewis
21 Tracy MacDonnell
21 Carla Perry
21 Linda Zurko
22 Pat Reineking
22 Doty Wenzel
23 Debby Westerman
24 Barbara Chrisinger
24 Robert Palmer
25 Kendall Kessinger
26 Susan Drake
28 Mary Whitmire
30 Eason Winton

ANNIVERSARIES
MAY
1 Robert & Nancy Fichter
5 Tommy and Barbara Denis
6 Steve & Beth Pessah
7 Charles & Jenette Scriven
11 Fred & Julianne Chester
11 Ralph & Claire Walker
13 Sterling & Brandy Luce
13 James & Katherine Sickinger
19 George & Roberta Boyer
19 Dave & Sandi Jacobsen
21 Keith & Arlene Porta
28 John & Joy Green
29 Tim & Kathy Wolff
31 Jason & Kimberli Weinrich

JUNE		
6 Duke & Meaghan Jean
8 Jeff Duvall & Stuart Riordan
8 Tony & Kate Gelabert
8 Jim & Joan Maddox, Sr.
9 Terry & Fran Lewis
10 Randy & Pat Desilet
11 Fred & Patricia Brough
11 Jeremy & Molly Button
14 Tor & Alice Bejnar
14 Bill & Teresa Thomsen
18 Oswaldo Chapman & Julie Sullivan
19 Pat & Karen Wells
24 Betsy & Matt West
27 Richard & Betty McAvoy
28 Charles Futch & Susan Drake
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JULY
5 Maria & Marc Taps
15 Brenda & Chris Poulos
15 Ernie & Ruth Roaza
20 Mark & Melissa Hamilton
25 Lannie & Sarah Cardona
27 Tommy & Bertie Culbreath

AUGUST
2 Howard & Nancye Rubin
4 Sam & Merline Power
13 Mitchell & Melanie Hall
14 Joe & Alanna Watts
18 Jerry & Marjie Smith
24 Paul & Jenna Brown
26 Stephen & Colleen Moors
27 Howard & Cay Schleich
31 Jerry & Sandra Bowman
31 John & Carolyn DiSalvo
31 Jim & Beth Spear

The DOVE is a quarterly publication. The next issue will be
out on August 21st, 2022. As such, the deadline for the next
issue’s content will be July 8th.
We encourage you to submit stories and photos that
tell the story of God’s work at Holy Comforter. We all like to
see stories of hands, minds and hearts at work in our
church family.
Please respect deadlines and submit early, if possible.
Your editor and associate editors are volunteers, so they need
the time to put the publication through the various edit and
design stages before it goes to Doty, who guides it through
publication and distribution.
For further information contact Frances at Dove@HC-EC.
org or email Doty at admin@HC-EC.org. Send submissions to:
Dove@HC-EC.org.

Easter Egg
Hunt
following
the
10:30 a.m.
Service
April 17

Our Easter
HolyWeek Schedule
Palm Sunday
April 10
8 a.m. Service
10:30 a.m. Service

Holy Wednesday
April 13
5:30 p.m. Service

Maundy Thursday
April 14
7:00 p.m. Service

Good Friday
April 15
Noon Service
7:00 p.m. Service

Easter
April 17
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service
8 a.m. Rite I
10:30 a.m. Rite II

“Living our Faith by Serving God and Others”
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Buck Breakfast is back! Look forward
to fabulous food and fellowship on the
first and third Sunday of each month.

Welcome to Holy Comforter!
“Living our Faith by Serving God and Others”
ORDAINED LEADERSHIP
The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard, Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Charles Keyser, Assisting Bishop
The Reverend Canon Dr. Jerry Smith, Rector
The Reverend Beth Pessah, Associate Rector
The Reverend Dn. Jeanie Beyer, Archdeacon
VESTRY
Trisha Culbertson, Senior Warden
Randy Desilet, Junior Warden
Chris Jester
Sterling Luce
Judy Shipman
Jackie Watts
Mary Whitmire
Hollie Maddox, Treasurer
Carolyn DiSalvo, Clerk
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CONTACTS
Doty Wenzel, Director of Administration
Julianne Chester, Director of Children & Families Ministry
Gina Resavage, Finance Manager
John-Mark Schacht, Director of Music
Randy Winton, Director of Youth Ministry
Fred Chester, Audio-Visual Engineer
HOW TO REACH US
Admin@HC-EC.org
Office 850-877-2712
Website: www.HC-EC.org
Office Hours: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-3:00, Fri. 9:00-Noon
2015 Fleischmann Road, Tallahassee FL 32308-4593

